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Statutory Committee 

 

Name of Committee: Parent Involvement Advisory Committee 

Meeting Date: May 21 2019 

A meeting of the Parent Involvement Advisory Committee convened on 21 May 2019 from 7:09 
p.m. to 9: 51 p.m. in the Board Room at 5050 Yonge Street, with PIAC Co-chairs Zena 
Shereck & D.Williams 

Attendance: 

 

 

 

 

Staff: 

Vivek Rao (EP W2 Rep), Felicia Lau (W3 Rep), Sharon Grant (EP W4 Rep), 
Jess Hungate(W5 Rep). Jaimala (EP W5 Alt) Mirian Turcios (EP W6 Rep), 
Dean Gray (W6 Alt); ), Loen Hansford (EP W7 Rep), ), Kaydeen Bankasingh 
(W8 Rep) Sylvester Witter (W10 Alt); Wilmar Kortleever(W11 Rep);  Aretha 
Phillip (W13 Rep), Jenny Gannon (W14 Alt), Kate Leuschen Millar (W16 Rep), 
Glenna Wellington (W17 Rep), Mark Ramcharan (EP W18 Alt), Seema  
Mitchell (EP W18 Rep),Chris Levien(EP Ward 20 Rep) Zena Shereck  (PIAC 
Co-Chair);  D.Williams (PIAC Co-Chair), Rachel Chernos Lin (Trustee) 

John Chasty (Superintendent of Education), Marisa Chiu (Assistant 
Comptroller), Angela Dozzi (Coordination Student Nutrition) Latha John ( 
Committee Assistant); Michelle Munroe (Central Coordinator, PCEO) 
Catherine Parsonage(Executive Director TFSS) Erin Pallett( 

Regrets: 

 

Absent: 

Roula Anastasakos (Executive Superintendent), Erin Goto (W1Alt),  Ali 
Mohamed (W1 Rep), Haniya Sheikh (W12 Rep), Eva Rosenstock (W12 Alt),  
Syed Sumar Alam(Ward 13 Alt), Nazerah Shaikh (W14 Rep),  Kabirul Mollah 
(W21 Rep) 

Shafoli Kapur (W2 Alt), Saira Soimaini ( W3 Alt), Lia Christensen (W4 Alt),  
Helena Matter(W7 Alt), John Bakous (W8 Alt), Chetna Dickerson(W9 
Alt),Hafsa Esmail (W11 Alt) Cori MacFarlane (W15 Rep), Zuojun Han(W 20 
Alt), Jennifer Sparks (W22 Rep) 

 

ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

Welcome & 
Introductions 
• Acknowledg

 

Acknowledgement of 
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ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

ement of 
Traditional 
Lands 

• Declarations 
of 
Membership 

• Code of 
Conduct 

 

Traditional Lands was done 
by Chair Williams. 

The committee was 
reminded of the code of 
conduct at meetings. 

 

Declaration of 
Actual, 
Perceived, or 
Potential 
Conflict of 
interest 

None Declared   

Approval of 
Quorum 

Quorum was achieved   

Approval of 
Agenda 

Agenda to be amended with  
the following changes  

  

Motion for approval of the 
agenda by Felicia L, 2nd  
by Kate LM 

All in favour, motion 
carried. 

 

Approval of 
Minutes  
April16, 2019 

 Motion to  approve the 
April 16th  minutes by Kate 
LM, 2nd by Jenny G 

All in favour, motion 
carried. 

 

Co-Chair 
Update  

The Co-Chair report was 
distributed to the committee. 
The following were 
highlighted: 
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ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

• PIAC Chairs presented 
the recommendations 
from the April meeting at 
PSSC 

• PIAC’s annual planning 
to be held on June 15th 
all PIAC members are 
expected to attend.  

Nutrition 
Programs in 
Schools 

Staff presented a report on 
the nutrition programs to the 
committee. 
Discussion 
• How can parents 

advocate for nutrition 
programs in their kid’s 
school? 

Parents can use tools such 
as survey monkey in their 
parent council to find out if 
the parents want nutrition 
programs in the school. 
 
• How are the current 

funding cuts at the 
provincial level affecting 
the Program? 

It will be devastating if there 
are cuts and will affect 
families who have benefited 
from the programs. 
 
• How can parents help in 

the running of nutrition 
programs in schools? 

Parents can communicate 
through Tweets about the 
program; contact local MPP 
for funding to support the 
program. 
Parents can advocate for 
national funding model for 
the nutrition program. 
• What is the parent 

funding percentage in 
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ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

funding model? 
Parent funding is 10%, 
province funding is 9% and 
municipality funding is 19% 
and the rest is from 
contributions and not 
funded. 
The municipal funding for 
nutrition program is from the 
city grants program. 
The municipal have 
dedicated staff and 
resources for the nutrition 
program. 
 
• How can parents 

fundraise for the nutrition 
program?  

Parents can provide 
cheques payable to TFSS. 
Funding for nutrition 
programs is separate from 
TDSB accounts.  

 
School Cash 
Online Quick 
reference Guide 

Staff presented the revised 
quick reference guide to the 
committee. 
Timeline for feedback is 
before end of school Year 
2018-2019. 
 
Feedback 

• The guide needs to 
be shared with school 
council chairs and 
treasurers. 

• PIAC request that the 
guide on school 
Council finances link 
council members and 
the school 
administrators. 
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ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

  
Working Group 
(WG) Reports 

 

• Membership 
 

A written working group 
report was distributed to the 
committee. 
The working group 
welcomed new PIAC 
member  

• Glenna Wellington 
Ward 17 Rep  

  

• Budget The Budget summary was 
distributed to the committee.  
 
 

  

• School 
Council 
Appreciation 
Event 
Report 

The working group has not 
met and have nothing to 
report. 
The working group to meet 
after the annual planning 
session. 

  

• Consultation 
WG 

The working group has not 
met and have nothing to 
report. 
Consultation working group 
is not currently involved in 
any policy consultation. 
Request to Staff 
Board’s Excursion form to 
be send to Dean G (W6 Alt). 

  

• Communicat
ions & 
Outreach 

The working group report 
was distributed. 
For supporting principals in 
strengthening  school 
council awareness: Given 
that the PCEO has identified 
that there are schools 
operating without school 
councils, to better support 
family engagement within 

 Motion by Loen H, 2nd 
by Jess H 

1. The TDSB distributes 
PIAC’s Quick Guide 
“Fall Tips for 
Principals” to 
principals via their 
Superintendents at 
the beginning of each 
school year 
beginning 
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ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

school councils in the TDSB, 
PIAC makes the following 
recommendations to the 
Board: 

 
 

2019/2020. This 
guide is a convenient 
fact sheet on how 
principals can 
support their school 
council. 

2. That PIAC’s 
School Council 
Outreach Plan is 
used in schools 
identified as having 
no school councils. 
Superintendents can 
assist their principals 
in building school 
councils where they 
do not exist, by 
sharing and working 
through PIAC’s 
School Council 
Building Quick 
Guides for principals 
and parents. PIAC 
suggests principal 
outreach occurs at 
year-end (June) to 
start identifying 
potential parents for 
school council for the 
following school year. 
We further 
recommend 
Superintendents 
attend a school 
council meeting in 
these schools by 
January of that 
school year. 

3. The TDSB be 
held accountable to 
this process by 
providing PIAC & the 
PCEO with annual 
follow-up including 
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ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

an updated list of 
schools without 
school councils each 
November to allow 
for timely support of 
schools struggling 
with building their 
school council. 

In favour: 14 Against: 1 
Abstain: 0 

Motion carried 

• Strategic 
Planning 
WG 

The date for the strategic 
planning session is on June 
15. 
All PIAC reps and Alt are 
expected to attend the 
session. 
 

  

Trustee Report- 
Trustee 
Chernos Lin 

Trustee highlighted the 
following: 

• The Board meeting is 
on May 22 

• PIAC motion from 
April to be presented 
at the Board meeting. 

• Advertising in 
Schools Policy to be 
reviewed consultation 
to start. 

• Budget cuts of over 
67 million in 
reductions. 

 
The proposed budget as 
presented will affect the  
following programs: 

• ILE -eliminate day 
and weekend 
programs 
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ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

• IB program-eliminate 
Middle school 

• IB fees for high 
school to be 
increased 

• Transportation 
services-to eliminate 
TTC Token for Gifted 
and FI students in the 
first year 

• Eliminate bussing for 
grades 4- 8 gifted FI 
(K-12) in the second 
year 

• Outdoor education-
consolidate to 6 
centers and increase 
fees 

• Reduce school 
budget 5% 

• The fees for 
international visa 
students to be raised. 

• Expand the 
international visa 
program 

• Reductions to staff in 
LC, senior teams, 
centrally assigned 
principals, central 
admin staff, student 
support services, 
student coordinators 

• Reduction to board 
wide professional 
development 

• Reductions in IT 
department, music 
department 

• Reduction in legacy 
board positions 

• Supplementary 
teacher in French and 
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ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

gifted 
• Reductions in staff in 

facility teams  
• Higher numbers in 

classes in secondary 
levels 

 
Delegation on May 27 and 
June 3rd at 4:30 pm. 
Parents can depute at the 
delegations and talk about 
the concerns about the 
budget. 
Draft budget to go to FBEC 
on June 11 
 
Discussion 

• PIAC should make a 
delegation at the 
consultation. 

• PIAC needs to 
address the inequity 
from the budget cuts 
and the impact on 
public education. 

 

 

 
 
Motion by Jess H2nd by 
Aretha P that PIAC 
delegate in June with 
regards to the proposed 
TDSB budget.  
In Favour:13 Abstain : 2 
Against: 0 

Motion passes 

Director of 
Education 
Report 

Toronto Public Health 
Vaccinations 
Request from Toronto Public 
Health: 
• Students who are 14 yrs. 

and older be allowed to 
access vaccination at 
TPH clinics within to 
provide consent to 
receive immunizations at 
TPH clinics in schools. 

Rationale for the requests: 

• For positive impact on 
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ITEM DISCUSSION MOTION RECOMMENDATION  

health of students and 
communities by allowing 
access to vaccination 
without requiring parental 
consent. 

• Due to the recent 
outbreaks in California 
and New York, providing 
vaccination in schools 
can prevent outbreaks. 

• Reduce the number of 
suspensions of students 
due to lack of vaccination 
information to Toronto 
Public health. 

 
Discussion 

• The school board 
needs to work on the 
communication of the 
request from Toronto 
Public Health with 
parents. 

• Timelines for parents 
to respond needs to 
be provided. 

• Public knowledge 
awareness and 
information sharing 
has to complement in 
the communication 
strategy for parents to 
understand the 
information and 
necessity regarding 
immunizations.  

• Custodial parents and 
their rights should be 
discussed as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion to extend the 
meeting by 10 minutes by 
Wilmar K, 2nd by Sylvester 
W. 
All in favor, motion carried. 
 

PCEO Report A written report was 
distributed.   

Ward update • West end parents for 
public education is 
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organising a walk in 
on June 6. 

• Etobicoke school of 
Arts have a petition to 
save the education 
program ESA 
Website  have 
petitions 

New Business Job action  
Possibilities of a job action 
next fall. 
PIAC should discuss or 
provide a presentation on 
how school councils should 
do advance thinking and for 
parents to be more aware of 
possible job action. 
 

  

Next Meeting 
Date 

Tuesday, June 18, 2019.   

Adjournment Motion to adjourn at 9:51 pm 
by Kate LM  2nd  by Jess H. 
All in favor, motion passed 

  

 


